RALLY CALLS FOR FRANK TALK ABOUT HIV PREVENTION
Battambang: Around 400 secondary school teachers and students, 100 villagers, 20 NGO staff members and 10 peer educators joined Banan district authorities, health representatives in a march and rally on 01 December to mark World AIDS Days and appeal for support to people living with HIV.

The event was organized by Operations Enfants de Battambang with a grant from UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund. The group’s Executive Director, Tith Davy, called on the public and relevant authorities to work together to fight discrimination and stigma. 

District health unit chief Phann Longmai, appealed to parents, teachers, students and the community to cooperate in serious HIV prevention efforts, including frank classroom discussions. Kan Chhuon, principal of Chheu Teal secondary school spoke about the importance of outreach activity engaging poor farmers who tend to be poorly educated and preoccupied with finding food. “Open talk on the issue is a good entry point in helping the young generation protect themselves from HIV/AIDS.” he said.

Social mobilization backed by community leaders and authorities is recognized as an important factor in strengthening the effectiveness of interventions to prevent the further spread of HIV/AIDS in Cambodia.

Operations Enfants de Battambang works to address adolescent reproductive health and HIV/AIDS issues in three districts. It has trained 175 young people, 9 nuns and 170 monks as peer educators. They have reached more than 15,000 people with sessions on birth spacing, antenatal and post-natal care; counseling on sexually transmitted infections and HIV/AIDS; and referrals to appropriate services. The group also provides assistance to nearly half of the people living with HIV in Battambang province, and monitors the care of children in the community who have been orphaned by HIV. 

